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Since it's the holiday season, this edition of PMC-News will be brief.

As we move into the new year, please e-mail us at the above links with any story ideas or articles you would like
to see in PMC-News. Or if you want to alert us to a relevant event, let us know and we'll do our best to include it
in the newsletter.

Thanks, and have a great holiday season. Enjoy family and friends. We look forward to working more closely with
you in 2007 to increase the value of PMC-News.

Energy news

Industrial assessments now available to more companies
Action items from the PMC-Eastern States meeting
Continuing Resolution to run until Feb. 15
New volume of "Best Practices for Builders" available
PMC staff changes for western states

 

Industrial assessments now available to more companies

The door is opening for more companies to become involved in free, or nearly free, industrial energy assessments. As part of DOE’s Save Energy Now
program, large-and-medium-sized facilities can now participate in an energy savings assessment (ESA) by joining together to reach the minimum
potential energy savings threshold.

Industrial plants may apply individually, or in groups of up to 10 if they consume a total of 1 trillion BTUs or more annually. In either instance, the
results of a plant’s assessment will remain confidential.

Assessment areas include process heating, steam, fans, pumps and compressed air. The program’s goal is to reach large industrial energy users having
the potential for significant energy savings.

If a company is selected for an assessment, an ESA Energy Expert will work onsite with the company to identify savings opportunities. Plant
employees will help gather data, learn about software tools and perform a system analysis to minimize energy use.

Individual companies qualifying for a first-time assessment will receive a full evaluation free of charge; the only cost will be time invested by their
staff.

Multiple facilities applying as a group will be eligible for a free assessment for one plant. If additional plants in the group want an assessment, DOE
will pay $4,000, plus the Expert's travel expenses.

Selected plants are encouraged to work closely with their state energy offices, trade associations and utilities. DOE hopes this will help create up-front
partnerships that will encourage additional plants to implement energy saving technologies.  

For more information, visit the Save Energy Now Web site to apply for an assessment and to find out how to partner with DOE's Industrial
Technologies Program. Call 877-337-3463 to learn more.
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Action items from PMC-Eastern States meeting

At the November PMC-Eastern States meeting, one message came through loud and clear. Stakeholders kept repeating, “We need better
communication with the PMC and EERE.” This echoed sentiments expressed during last summer’s Western States meeting in Golden.

PMC managers are taking this concern seriously. According to National Energy Technology Laboratory's James Ferguson, "The PMC has already held
useful discussions with EERE Headquarters on how to improve communications to states and major partners.

"States have made it clear that having timely and accurate information about DOE program activities is necessary to help reach joint goals for energy
efficiency and renewable energy.

"State energy and weatherization officials have their own important constituent groups that need a flow of timely information from EERE and the PMC.
Governors, state legislatures and local officials need relevant information on energy efficiency and renewable energy. We need to help the states
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provide that information.

"Stakeholders also want to have a user-friendly methodology to measure and report the effectiveness of their programs and projects. We want to
provide that methodology.

"The PMC plans to work with states and other interested organizations to collect best practices and examples of successful activities from individual
states that can be replicated elsewhere."

EERE and the PMC will continue to hold meetings to bring people together to exchange information and form better working relationships.  The PMC
also remains committed to using a combination of web casts, the PMC Web site and PMC-News to provide stakeholders the energy information they
need.
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Continuing Resolution to run until Feb. 15

Only hours before spending authorization expired for all but two federal agencies on Dec. 8, Congress extended a Continuing Resolution (CR)
authorizing spending through mid-February.

This effectively passes any financial decision-making on to the new Congress set to convene in early January.

At best, it is likely to be mid-February before any new funding authorization is passed, almost five months after the clock started ticking at the
beginning of the fiscal year on Oct. 1. Until congressional action is taken, DOE funding will remain frozen at or below fiscal year '06 levels.
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New volume of "Best Practices for Builders" available

The Building America program has released the final volume of its handbook series on regional best practices for builders. It's titled, "Builders and
Buyers Handbook for Improving New Home Efficiency, Comfort and Durability in the Marine Climate."

The handbook offers tips on how to save 30 percent of the energy used by conventional, residential design and construction. The energy savings
outlined in the guide covers space heating, cooling and water heating, and are best suited to climate conditions along the coastal strip of the
continental U.S. reaching from Canada down to Los Angeles.

Builders in other regions have found the Building America guides to be extremely useful. The series relates real-life experiences of builders constructing
energy-efficient homes, as well as giving facts and construction tips. The five-volume set now covers all U.S. climate zones: hot-humid, hot-dry,
mixed-dry, cold and very cold, and marine. The guides can be downloaded from the Building America Web site.
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PMC staff changes for western states

Eight PMC staff members at the Golden Field Office (GO) have been reassigned to better serve customers in the western states. While overall project
management support for the Buildings Technologies and Clean Cities Programs will continue to be located at the National Energy Technology
Laboratory, GO will now provide additional staff support to those programs.

Doug Seiter (303-275-4810), who has extensive experience in green buildings, is now assigned to Buildings Technologies. Ernie Oakes (303-275-4817)
will continue his history of working with Clean Cities and the National Parks Programs. 

Other reassignments are:

Roxanne Dempsey (303-275-4822): Biomass and Hydrogen Programs;

Curtis Framel (303-275-4872): 80 percent Geothermal Program and 20 percent Wind Powering America;

Cathy Iverson (303-275-4805): Wind Powering America;

Patrick Lana (303-275-4818): FEMP;

Milinda Latimer (303-275-4820): 50 percent FEMP and 50 percent Solar America Initiative, and;

Dave Waltzman (303-275-4821): Solar America Initiative. 
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